- The Village of
/' FRANKLIN PARK

Barrett F. Pedersen
MAYOR

Tommy Thomson
VILLAGE CLERK

TRUSTEES:
Tom Brimie
John Johnson
Cheryl MclLean
Randy Petersen
Rosalba Rodriguez
Bill Ruhl

9500 Belmont Ave.
Franklin Park, IL. 60131
847-671-4800
villagenews@vofp.com

POLICE (NON-EMERGENCY)
847-671-8200
FIRE (NON-EMERGENGY)
847-678-2400

VILLAGE HALL HOURS
Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri.
8-4:30 pm
Wed. 8-6 pm
Sat. 9-12 pm

Village Hall Closed
February 20th

%‘

. Mayor's
il' DeSk

Promoting Literacy

| was delighted to participate in the Mystery Guest
Reader Project at Pietrini Elementary School recentdy.

Roseanne Zoccaro started the program as a fun way o 5

cngage parents in classroom reading with her 2nd graders.
Twice a month a parent is invited to share a favorite book
Or story with the children. Somenmes the parent reads the
story in their native language, while the child translates to
his classmates. [ had the great pleasure of reading the book
“Mayor For A Day” abour a boy who wants to be Mayor
of his rown. | am hnping oy work wirth the School Board
to develop a Village-wide writing contest challenging our
bright, young minds o chink abourt ways they can make a
positive impact on our community and our planet. [ am
very proud to work with a school districe that has
embraced innovative ways o promote reading and
writing in the classroom and in our homes.

Mayor Pedersen participates as the "‘Reader Project
Mystery Guest” with 2nd graders in Rosanne
Zoccaro's class at Pietrini Elemnetary School.
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Flood Improvement Study Underway

The Village has retained Christopher B.
Burke Engineering, Ltd. (CBBEL) 1o study flood-
ing pm-hlum; at several locations within our
Village. The study will collect additional survey
information and further analyze existing chronic
Aooding conditions. The effort will identify cost-
effective short-term and long-term actions to
alleviate Rooding within the Village. Potential
solutions under review include optimizing food
control storage at the Jack B. Williams Reservoir

Our Board and staff work hard 1o protect

taxpayver dollars. We keep our operational costs

down and seek granee wherever poscible o keep
program and E.;lpitﬂl costs at a minimum. Now,
the Hinois General Assembly has given munici-
palities the ability to seek competitive prices for

and ar the basin called Strucrure 102, locared south
of Irving Park Road. In addition to storage,
CBBEL is reviewing storm sewer and channel
]I.IHPIU\'I:TI'II.'I'IIS to Increase Cﬂﬂ\"t’;‘f-ﬂ.ﬂfl' L'ﬂPﬂ.Ci.t}' uf
both the Village's storm sewers and Silver Creek.
Updares will be provided on our website and in the
newsletter as the work progresses throughour the
Eil.'ll'il'lg_ ﬂ.l'ld SLLIMITIET. AS il!“'ﬂ. Fhy WU '“-iJ.I \'-"‘}I'I'l L&)
uncover state and federal funding ro support these
projects.

- Electrical Aggregation Referendum on March Ballot

electrical services. The process is called Municipal
Electrical Aggregation. Many villages have discov-
ered that by combining electrical service for all in-
dividual customers into a single bid, consumers
I'I.I:'I.\'{. |0wcr elei.l:riL bl”; and fave money.

Mayor's Desk continued on page 2. }
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Electrical Aggregaﬂun Referendum (Mayor’s Desk Continued)

Residents must approve such a program through a referen- process does not reduce electric bills and directly benefir residents :
dum that will ap'prar on the March 20th ballot. The referendum and businesses.

will ask voters i

the Village should have the authority 1o seek
competitive pricing bids for clectrical services under a single con-
tract that would include residents and some businesses. u

Voter approval of the referendum is the first step in the pro-
CER% nfrrying to achieve herrer consumer pricin for our residents

and businesses. Please note, even if the referendum is pa.sScd, our
residents will still have a choice w "opr-our” ufan_',-' Village negu-
tiated program. In other words, if you are happy with your cur-
rent service and do not want to change, you will not have to. The
Village will nor enter into the arrangement if the competitive bid

Frequently Asked Questions on the March 20th Ballot Referendum on the “Electrical Aggregation Program Referendum”

What is the referendum question on the
March 20th hallot?

“Shall the Village of Franklin Park
have the aulhorily W amrange for e
supply of electricity for its residential
and small commercial retail customers
who have not opted out of such program?”

What does the referendum mean to me?

The Village Board is seeking to
reduce electricity costs for  Franklin
Park's residents and small businesses.
To accomplish this, the Board recently
passed an ordinance in support of a
referendum being placed on the March
20th, 2012 ballot asking the voters of
Franklin Park if they support allowing
the Village to implement an Electrical
Aggregation program. The Board took
this action based on a new state law
granting municipalities the power to
negotiate bulk electricity purchases
from third party suppliers on behalf of its
residents.

If the referendum passes, what will it
provide for?

The proposed referendum will au-
thorize the Vilage to create a bulk
energy purchasing program to bundle
power accounts from households and
small business customers. The referen-
dum seeks to empower the Village to
negotiate a lower price on their behalf.

if the referendum passes, how will the
Village choose a new supplier?

If the referendum is approved, the
Village would then have to dewvelop
and adopt a Plan of Operation for the
aggregation program. Two public
meetings are required before the Village

Village News

could adopt this plan. The Village would
utilize a third-party energy consultant to
seek bids from several energy companies.
The Village would implement a competi-
tive bidding process to select a licensed
alternative retail electric supplier who must
be approved by the lllincis Commerce
Commission. Bid rates will be compared
to Com Ed's current rates and the Village
will only select an altemative supplier if
their rates are lower than the rate offered
by the current supplier, Com Ed. If the Vil-
lage cannot identify an alternative supplier
who offers a lower rate, then the Village
would continue service through Com Ed.

Will | be reguired to utilize the new
supplier if the Village selects one?

Mo. If the referendum passes but you
prefer not to be a part of the Aggregation
Program, you can opt out and continue to
receive electricity from ComEd. Before the
Village chooses any power supplier, all
residents and small businesses will be
notified by mail that they can opt out of the
Program by completing and returning a
form.

Will Com Ed no longer be my electric
company and will some other company
become my electric company?

Mo. Com Ed would still be respon-
sible for delivering your electricity and
managing the infrastructure required to
transmit the electricity. Com Ed would
also still be responsible for responding to
any service requests and if there is a
power outage, you would still contact
Com Cd. The only thing that may change
would be the supplier. In fact, your bill
would still come from Com Ed and it
would include services charges for the

Included in this newsletter are some frequemly asked ques-
tions about Municipal Aggregation. We will continue to give you
ted information on this referendum in our next newsletter
and on thc Village website ( www.vofp.com ). If you have addi-
tional quesrions, please conract Village Hall ar 847-671-4800).

B
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new supplier on their bill. The Village
would have nothing to do with supplying
or delivering your efectricity.

Why is the Village pursuing an Electrical
Aggrenation Program?

Many sumrounding municipalities
have already initiated similar programs in-
cluding Oak Park, Orland Park, Highland
Park, Frankfort and Mokena or are con-
sidering them on the ballot. In communi
ties where the new program is underway,
residents have seen savings of & to 12
percent on their Com Ed bills. Village offi-
cials felt that such an effort could have
similar benefits for Franklin Park residents
and small business users.

I have been contacted by suppliers who
have offered a rate reduction already.
Should | consider making a switch now?
Several alternative energy suppliers
have been marketing their rates and ser-
vice offers to residents in Franklin Park
via mail and through door-to door con-
tact. Whilc you certainly can cnter into an
agreement with any of these suppliers,
residents should proceed with caution.
Pleasze nota that none of these suppliers
have been selected as the authorized al-
temative supplier for our Village. You shoulkd
thoroughly research the rate information
they provide with a credible website like
www.pluginillinois.org. In addition, you
should be aware that some companies
are falsely marketing themselves as Com
Ed or as a designated affiliate of Com Ed.
Also, please proceed with caution when
entering into an agreement with these
alternative suppliers. Potential severe
cancellation clauses with high termination
fees have been reparted. .



Com Ed’s Modernization Plah nims to Reduce
Frequency and Duration of Power Outages

Com Ed has proposed a 10-year, $2.6 billion Infrastructure Investment Plan that
calls for a $1.3 billion investment to strengthen the electric system and another $1.3 bil-
lion to add new, digital smart grid and advanced meter technology to ransform the de-
livery of electricity to homes and businesses throughour northern Illinols. The plan was
submitted to the lllinois Commerce Commission (ICC) in January. The company
considers it their road map for improved system reliability, enhanced customer service
and a 21st century electric distribution system that will support the digital economy and
the greener economy of the furure.

In the first, five years of the program, Com Ed will reinforce the electric system
infrastruciure to improve reliahiliy and reduce the frequency and durarion of power
outages. Significant investments also are aimed at reducing the suscepribility of certain
puwer line dircuits w stwnm-related damage, including ||ij:| winds, twndersiworms and
ice storms. Power lines will be prioritized based on their historical susceptibility to
storm-related damage and the ability to provide the greatest customer benefit. The 2012
ri:IiahiEit}.r investments also incude inspection and weatment of uppmxim.'m:l}r 133,400
wood utility poles.

The plan also calls for the installation of advanced merers in homes and businesses
and is slated to begin later this year, subject to approval by the ICC. Additional invesi-
ments planned will include modernizing 10 electrical substations through which electric
power Aows to customers. This u Eug:: should result in a range of customer benehis,
including increased reliability and reduced power delivery expenses. For more informa-
tion, go to www.comed.com.

Village’s Electronic Recgcling Container Available

A new law prohibits residents from disposing electronic items in their trash. The
Village's electronics recycling container is available, free of charge, to all Franklin Park
residents, schools and businesses ar 9364 Franklin Avenue, just West of Martens.
Drop-off hours are Monday through Friday, from 7 AM 1o 3 PM and the container is
closed on Village holidays.

Village Wins Grant for a New Fire Truck

The Village of Franklin Park recently learned that the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment A.ECI!JL_}" (FEMI I'Iﬂ.i :u\rn.rdcd our Firc DL'FRI'II.TIEHI With a Essa.mu El':.l'lt o
support the purchase of a new hre engine.

“We were all very excited to hear that Franklin Park submitted a winning applica-
tion,” said Fire Chief Steve lovinelli. “The new, high-tech fire rruck will include safery

features that will help protect our firefighters and will also allow us to better serve our = 3

community during emergencies.”

FEMA received over 5,600 applications from fire departments across the country
and Franklin Park was one of the hrst 40 municipalities to receive the %fm. The Villa
will need 1o provide a 5 percent march ro rhe grane award, which will be covered maostly
by the recent sale of a decommissioned ambulance.

“This grant will allow us to provide a modern, stare-of-the arr fire engine for our
communirty at a very low cost to the Village,” stated Mayor Barrett Pedersen. “Given our
location to O’Hare International Airport and that we are the fourth largest industrial
district in Illinois, it is critical that Franklin Park have the very best fire fighting vehicles
and equipment available. Winning this grant helps us tremendously in this effort.”

Currently, the Fire Department has four fire engines with the oldest one held in
reserve and which will most likely be retired when the new one arrives. The new fire

.engine will be ordered this month and the Village should receive it by the fall.
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/' Meals on Wheels Availahle for Qur Seniors

Senior citizens, 60 and older, who are unable to get out to shop for themselves due o Eh}-’ﬁi—
cal limitations or who are simply unable w drive, can receive a hot lunch delivered o their home.
The Meals on Wheels Program provides a hot lunch five days a week, delivered berween 10 AM
and 2 PM. A spouse or caretaker living in the household can also qualify even if they are not 60.
In addition, frozen meals that can be easily prepared on the weekend, are available. The Program
not only provides a hot meal, but it also provides a well being check uf the senior every weekday.
The Meals on Wheels Program works in partnership with West Suburban Senior Services (WS55)
:mcl conducts a hackground check on their drivers, many of whom are Village of Franklin Park

mployees. The cost of a daily meal is a suggested donation of $3.25-53.50 bur anyone in need
l}rl I I.” UEI:I.III 'III“I.I.IL! di!l}!'ﬁ' Tl.]‘ ['i.....ll Il B e JLH._JLI.I. LI“. i”.uE.l.dlll Ill!.dbﬂ. Ld." Wssq dl ?']S _J'i?'
5600 or contact Meals on Wheels ar 847-678-8777 1o sign up.

North Park’s Café Hosts Daily Lunch for Seniors

The Franklin Park Community Café is open to all seniors, age 60 and over, and serves a daily
hot meal ar 11:30 AM, Monday through Friday, at an affordable price. The Café Is locared at the
North Park District Building atr 10070 West Addison, and most days it also includes an optional
Soup / Sandwich / Salad Bar. The Café opens at 9 AM and closes ar 2 PM and features daily
Eingﬂ! II'I ﬂdditiﬂn-r thE‘ {:H.E_: ﬁCI'I.Ed'LIJ.EE- mD\'i{'ﬁ, E'LIL‘ﬁt SPL'EI'DI:T.'l, Hl‘ﬂlﬂl Fairs. Dﬂ.}' TIiPS-. Pmiﬂﬁ.
It’s a great place to get together with friends and neighbors over a cup of coffee. For more infor-
mation, call B47-678-8777, or stop by to pick up a menu for the month. 1he suggested donation
is $2.75 - $3.00. Your first lunch is always free!

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program — Apply Now

Income cligible residents can hle for help paying winter home heating bills thmugh the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Pro fgr:lm (LIHEAP). The program provides a one-time pay-
ment to utility companies on behalf qunhi"ed recipients. Senior citizens and individuals and/or
households with disabled members who receive SSI and SSDI benefits, are encouraged 1o apply.
Applications are taken ar Village Hall on Tuesdays from 9 AM -1 PM. Please bring the following
documents: vour social security card. your photo 1D, a current Nicor bill and current Com Ed bill
and your proof of income for last 30 days.

Lions Club Honors Police Officer and FII'EfIghtEr of the Year

In December, the Manila Lions Club paid tribute to our Eolioe officers and hrefighters by
recognizing their important contribution to aur community at their annual holiday event. Police
Officer Steve Ross was selected as the Police Officer of the Year and Steven Rutz was named Fire-
fighter of the Year.

Officer Ross is a 20 year veteran of the Police Department and has served as a Patrol Officer,
Field Training Ofhcer and Crime Scene Evidence Technician. This year he distinguished himself
in service by being one of the best ofhicers in Driving Under the Influence enforcement. Through-
out his illustrious career, Officer Ross has t'xhlbltl‘g a willing spirit, superior leadership skills and
an ability to mentor younger officers, on and off the job.

Firehghter Steven Rutz recently celebrated his 15th year of service with the Franklin Park
Fire Department. Steve knew at a young age that he wanted to help people and hoped o do so
as a fireligheer. When the Fire Department wok over dheir ambulances from an ouside ambu-
lance service, Steve's leadership and commitment at the time helped to facilitate a smooth transi-
tion. Steve has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to the job and to our community. He
loves what he does and enjoys hclpinﬂ and serving the residents of Franklin Park.

Congratulations Officer Ross and Firefighter Rurz!

Demolition has begun on the Graco
building, located at 2451 Belmont Ave,
which is the future site of the new
Franklin Park Police Station. Construc-
tion will begin in the early spring and the
expected completion date is June 2013.
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