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Infrastructure Renewal Project Begins on Scott Street
Franklin Park is moving forward and paving 
our way to a better and safer future. 
 
Improved and well-maintained streets pro-
vide increased public safety as our emer-
gency vehicles can better access homes and 
businesses.  Well-maintained streets, curbs 
and sidewalks enhance our neighborhoods 
and increase and stabilize our home values.  
And upgraded water mains prevent water 
stoppages and costly emergency repairs. 
Upgraded sewers remove waste water and 
storm water without interruption. These im-
provements make our community more at-
tractive to business and investment. 

This spring we have begun work on the Scott 
Street Basin project which is scheduled for 
completion next summer. This important 
infrastructure renewal project includes new 
water mains, separation of the combined 
sewers, new roads, sidewalks, curbs, and 
sanitary service hook-ups within the pub-
lic right-of-way. Nicor is taking advantage 
of the construction process by replacing an 
old natural gas main in the area with a new, 
modern gas main.

As a result, many homes in the area could 
see much needed relief from sewer back-
ups in their homes because the infrastruc-
ture project will separate the combined san-
itary and storm-water sewers.

The Scott Street Basin is located primarily 
in a flood plain and the sewers are deterio-
rating because they were built in the 1940s 
and 50s.

The construction will be done in two phases.  
The first phase improves the following 
streets:
 
• Westbrook from Scott Street to Fullerton 	
   Avenue
• Herrick from Silver Creek to Westbrook
• Richard Avenue from Silver Creek to 
   Elder Lane
 
The second phase will improve Elder from 
Westbrook to Richard, Hawthorne from 
Grand to Elder, and Wrightwood from 
Westbrook to Hawthorne.
 
This significant improvement is the begin-
ning of a comprehensive multi-year pro-
gram that will vastly improve our aging 
infrastructure; from streets, curbs and side-
walks to sewers and water lines.  Soon you 
will be able to view the improvement plans 
and drawings, learn about the construction 
timeline and watch our progress on our 
website.

◄ ​​NICOR replaced an 
old natural gas main on 
Westbrook.

Continued on Page 2. ►

Village Car Show - July 25
Plan to meet up with friends and neighbors for a fun-
filled night listening to live music and viewing all 
types of antique, classic, custom, and modified cars 
competing for trophies and cash prizes on Friday, 
July 25 from 5 to 11 PM.  The Village’s Car Show 
takes place during the Park District’s annual Street 
Dance on Franklin Avenue and admission to both 
events is free!  Mori Milk and Ice Cream Company 
will provide free chocolate milk dispensed from an 
old fashioned Good Humor truck!  For more infor-
mation, call 847-671-4800. 

JULY, 2014

4

Y
O

U
R

 F
R

A
N

K
LI

N
 P

A
R

K
 N

EW
SL

ET
TE

R



Fire Department Increases Efficiencies and 
Gets Ambulances to Your Door Faster

The Franklin Park Fire Department has made another signif-
icant step in further safeguarding the public welfare.  By re-
deploying the ambulance at the Elm Street Station and trans-
ferring the ambulance back to Station #2, where it was prior 
to 2010, we have increased efficiency in emergency services.
 
Our Fire Department studied the number of calls this am-
bulance responded to since 2010 and found that 90% of the 
calls were from an area closer to the other two Fire Stations.  
Also, calls increased for the area north of the Canadian Pa-
cific tracks.

Additionally, studies indicated that the Atlantic Street Station 
ambulance was able to reach the East-side of town more rap-
idly due to the completion of the Grand Avenue Underpass. 
 
It is important to note there have been no staff reductions at 
the Fire Department.  In fact, with the hiring of three new 
Firefighters/Paramedics last March, the Department has two 
more Firefighters than the Ordinance calls for.
 
I want to thank Fire Chief  Iovinelli, the three Battalion Chiefs, 
and the Fire Department for undertaking these studies which 
have resulted in reduced response times, increased safety by 
getting ambulances to your door faster and efficiencies in staff-
ing.
 

 
Railroad Daze was a great success with visitors from as far as 
Long Beach, California venturing to Franklin Park to see our 
vintage rail cars, sample great food and drink, listen to won-
derful music and enjoy the carnival.  There are many more 
great summer events coming up, including the Park District’s 
Street Dance and the Village’s Car Show on July 25.  You will 
find more information for both events in this newsletter and 
on our website. Plan to come out, reconnect with your neigh-
bors and enjoy our summer weather!
 
Have a safe and fun-filled summer!

      BARRETT F. PEDERSEN
                 MAYOR

Mayor Barrett Pedersen enjoys some hot jazz and cool breezes 
with Randy and Rosemary Zarn who traveled from Long 

Beach, California for Franklin Park’s Inaugural Jazz Night!

◄ Mayor’s Desk Continued from Page 1. 
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J.B. Williams Reservoir Restoration 
Projects Completed

The Village has completed a maintenance project to 
restore a low spot on the South and East-side of the 
embankment of the Jack B. Williams Reservoir.  This 
action will help limit area flooding during large rainfall 
events.  The low spot was rebuilt allowing the reservoir 
to overflow at the intended spillway and prevent unin-
tentional overflow into residential streets and yards on 
the Southeast corner.
 
Also, the Village has installed a check valve at the end 
of the storm sewer at George Street to allow storm 
water to discharge directly into the Jack B. Williams 
Reservoir. This installation will help prevent back-up 
through the sewer system and onto the streets near-by. 

The Village 
recently restored 
a low spot on 
the embankment 
of the Jack 
B. Williams 
Reservoir to 
help limit area 
flooding.

►

2014 RAILROAD DAZE SPONSORS
PLATINUM SPONSORS
Ajax Tools
Canadian Pacific
Centerpoint
Chicago Records Management, Inc.
Clark Dietz, Inc.
Digital Realty
DMD Services
E. Hoffman, Inc.
GW & Associates
H & H Electric
Liston & Tsantilis, P.C.
Lowell Foods
Mesirow Financial
Odelson & Sterk, LTD
Plote Construction, Inc.
Republic Services, Inc.
Smith LaSalle
Sottrel Hotel Group, Inc.
The Hill Group

GOLD SPONSORS
Alfred G. Ronan, LTD
Alliance for Illinois Manufacturing
AutoArtInc.com
Bretford Manufacturing
Dean Foods
Ex-Cell Kaiser, LLC
Franklin Park Plumbing
Grand Plaza Retail Investors LLC
Just Manufacturing Co
Kane, McKenna and Associates, Inc.
Kathleen Field Orr & Associates
KCS Computer Technology, Inc.
Krieter Construction
Norcomm Communications
Senator Don Harmon
Sloan Valve Co.
Storino, Ramello & Durkin
Victoria Restaurant-Super 8-Northlake

SILVER SPONSORS
Agron & Mary’s
American Metalcraft, Inc.
Castle Metals
David Katzin, Superintendent, Franklin Park 
School District 84
Deluxe Stitcher Company
Franklin Park, Schiller Park, River Grove 
Chamber of Commerce
Interplex Daystar, Inc.
Jewel Osco
Leyden Credit Union
Nelsen Steel Company
NS Precision Lathe, Inc.
Opticote, Inc.
Precise Finishing Co, Inc.
Quality Cleaning Fluids, Inc.
Sam’s 24 Hour Towing, Inc.
Senator John G. Mulroe
Triton College
Wolf’s Restaurant

Relay for Life - An Organized Overnight Fundraising Walk
Each year, millions of people around the world participate in a Relay for Life event to raise funds and awareness 
in the fight against cancer.  Franklin Park’s annual Relay for Life event will be held on Friday, July 18 at 6 PM 
at East Leyden High School.  Teams will walk all night as part of this fundraising event for the American Cancer 
Society that ends at 6AM Saturday morning.  Put together a team to walk or come out and cheer on your family 
and friends. The event will include music, contests, raffles and MORE!  Participate and honor the loved ones we 
have lost and celebrate our survivors.  For more information, call 312-279-7276.

Sponsors Needed for Summer Car Shows
The Village is looking for sponsors for three Car Show events planned for late summer.  The Car Shows, 
scheduled for August 14, 28 and September 4 on Franklin Avenue, will include a live band and food 
vendors. If you are interested in sponsoring the event or displaying a car (no charge!), please contact 
Eric Richard at 847-671-8278 or erichard@vofp.com.

Sign-up to Receive Public Safety Notifications
The Franklin Park Police Department encourages residents and businesses to sign-up to receive important safety alerts.   The 
system allows the Village to telephone all contacts or only targeted areas of the Village in case of an emergency situation that 
requires immediate action to help ensure life safety.  Emergency notices include road closures, a missing child alert, utility 
outages, chemical spills or evacuation notices.  Please go to the Village website at www.vofp.com and click the red Public Safety 
Notifications icon on the Homepage.

▲

Do you love garage sales?  It’s time to go shopping at the Village-wide Garage Sale on July 18, 19 and 20 from 
8AM to 7PM daily.  If you would like to host a sale, register with the Clerk’s Office at 847-671-8242 or at 
clerk@vofp.com.  A list of participating addresses will be available at Village Hall or on the website a few days 
before the sale. Go to www.vofp.com for the listing.

Village-Wide Garage Sale — July 18-20

Street Dance and Auto Show in July


