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MORTON ARBORETUM AWARDS ACCREDITION TO THE VILLAGE
NEW ARBORETUM HELPING TO EXPAND FRANKLIN PARKS’S 

URBAN FOREST
Franklin Park, IL - The Village of Franklin Park has been awarded a Level 1 Accreditation by the Morton Arboretum through its ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program, for achieving standards of professional practices deemed important for arboreta and botanic gardens. 
“This is an incredible honor not only for the Village but for the entire community,” said Mayor Barrett Pedersen. “Our long-term commitment to the planting and caring of trees has created a beautiful and diverse urban forest in Franklin Park. We are pleased to be recognized for our efforts by the Morton Arboretum. Having this respected institution acknowledge our commitment to expand our urban forest makes the accreditation even more special.”  

The Village recognized this accreditation at the dedication of the new John Mazur Arboretum on October 24. The arboretum is located at the southwest corner of Grand Avenue and Willow Street (just west 9159 Grand Avenue). Following the guidance of the Morton Arboretum, the Village developed their own diverse arboretum which includes Green Giant Arborvitae, Sweet Bay Magnolia, Redbud, Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry and Umbrella trees.
A Princeton Elm tree, donated by Christopher Burke Engineering was planted at the event by Mayor Barrett Pedersen, Village Trustees, John Mazur, and representatives from the Morton Arboretum, Chicago Region Trees Initiative (CRTI), the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD), the Park District of Franklin Park, and Christopher Burke Engineering.
The arboretum is named in honor of John Mazur, a long-time resident of Franklin Park who volunteered his time with the area’s Boy Scout and Eagle Scout program. “Over the years, John Mazur contributed his time and energy to support area youth,” said Pedersen. “His dedication helped to inspire, challenge, and motivate scouts to be their best self.”
This month, the Village has demonstrated its commitment to nurturing, diversifying, and protecting its urban forest by planting 69 donated trees. Funding was made possible by the Arbor Day Foundation working with the Morton Arboretum who selected Franklin Park as a recipient community. The One Tree Planted Organization provided funds to plant 18 trees at the new John Mazur Arboretum. Kimberly Clark Corporation provided funds to plant 50 trees along the east side of 25th Avenue from Fullerton Avenue north to Grand Avenue.
 

In May of 2020, the National Fish and Wildlife Service provided funding to plant 29 trees along King Street on the parkway next to Leyden High School’s athletic fields and 19 trees in the WMMRA area. 
“Having a diverse urban forest makes it more resilient," Pedersen said. "Planting a diverse array of tree species helps to prevent disease and to protect from loss of trees. Tree diversity can also enhance the social and environmental benefits that the urban forest provides including helping to absorb air pollutants, promoting physical and mental well-being, improving water quality, and improving soil quality to deter flooding. And not only does planting a wide range of tree species help the environment, but it also helps to make our town beautiful.”

The Village of Franklin Park is proud to have earned a Tree City USA designation based on a commitment to supporting community forestry in our town. The Village has gone further by working to label and database its trees and to keep track of the health and size of its trees, which contributed to the accreditation from the Morton Arboretum’s ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program.
The Village looks forward to demonstrating its commitment to plant and conserve trees and will continue to work toward a greener, healthier, and more beautiful world.
ArbNet is an interactive, collaborative, international community of arboreta. ArbNet facilitates the sharing of knowledge, experience, and other resources to help arboreta meet their institutional goals and works to raise professional standards through the ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program.
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