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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK HELD IN THE  
POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM AT 

9451 BELMONT AVENUE 
FEBRUARY 07, 2022 

 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
II. CALL TO ORDER:  President Pedersen called to order the Board of 

Trustees of the Village of Franklin Park in regular session at 7:01 p.m.   
 

III. ROLL CALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
Village Clerk April J. Arellano called the roll:   
Present at Board Meeting: Mayor Barrett F. Pedersen,  
Village Clerk April J. Arellano, Trustees: Ms. Avitia, Ms. Special   
Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ybarra, Mr. Ruhl, Joe Montana (Village 
Attorney); Dan Corcoran (I.T. Director), Frank Grieashamer (Treasurer), William 
Brehm Palermo (Franklin Park Fire Chief), Robert Jensen, (Commander of Patrol) 
Lisa Manzo (Deputy Building Director), John P. Schneider (Director of Community 
Development and Zoning), Thomas McCabe (Village Engineer), and David 
Gonzalez (Village Comptroller)  

     
The Village Clerk declared a quorum was present  
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF OFFICE: 
MAREK GORZKOWICZ AS FRANKLIN PARK POLICE OFFICER  
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit to 2 minutes per speaker, Ordinance 1415-G-43) 
There were no in-person public comments 
 

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. FINANCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEES (Mr. Johnson, Chair) 

1. MR. JOHNSON MR. JOHNSON STATED THAT COMPTROLLER DAVID 
GONZALEZ WILL BE GOING OVER THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
DURING COMMITTEE REPORTS  

2. MR. JOHNSON ANNOUNCED THAT THE DATES FOR THE CARNICAL 
AND ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE THURSDAY, JUNE 09 THROUGH 12, 
MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
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B. WATER AND SEWER/FLEET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (Ms. Avitia, 
Chair) 

1. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THERE HAVE BEEN 5  WATER MAIN 
BREAKS AND 2 SERVICE LEAK 

2. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THE HEATERS FAILED AT BOTH KING 
STREET PUMP STATION AND THE WATER/SEWER GARAGE,  BOTH 
HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY OUR VILLAGE CONTRACTOR AND ARE 
BACK IN SERVICE 

3. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THE UTILITIES DIVISION STARTED 
RECEIVING PHONE CALLS FOR FROZEN WATER LINES, WITH THE 
WARMER TEMPERATURES THE FROST LINE WILL ACTUALLY GO 
DEEPER AND IT IS IMPORTANT TO LET YOU WATER TRICKLE AND 
OPEN UP OUTSIDE WALL CABINET DOORS 

4. MS. AVITIA REPORTED PUMP NUMBER 2 AT 17TH SANITARY LIFT 
STATION PULLED AND WAS SENT OUT FOR REPAIR 

5. MS. AVITIA REPORTED 31 SERVICE CALLS COMPLETED FOR HIGH 
WATER BILL OR LEAK DETECTION, 21 WATER METER TELE 
CODER HEADS REPLACED, AND TWO WATER METER BODIES 

6. MS. AVITIA REPORTED 169 PHONE CALLS AND 245 EMAILS 
RECEIVED FOR THE WATER/SEWER DIVISION 

7. MS. AVITIA REPORTED WATER BILLING AND COLLECTION 
RECEIVED 231 EMAILS AND 172 PHONE CALLS. TURNED OFF 7 
WATER SERVICE ACCOUNTS DO TO BEING DELINQUENT. 
STARTED WITH 47 ACCOUNTS. THE 7 ACCOUNTS WERE EITHER 
VACANT, OR OWNER TENANT INCOME PROPERTY AND HAVE NOT 
RESPONDED TO ANY OF THE DOOR TAGGING OR LETTERS SENT 
OUT, OR BANK PROPERTIES 
 

C. POLICE AND FIRE COMMITTEE (Mr. Ruhl, Chair)  
1. MR. RUHL STATED THAT HE DID NOT HAVE A REPORT FROM THE  
 FIRE DEPARTMENT 
2. MR. RUHL CONGRATULATED THE NEWLY SWORN OFFICER,  

MAREK GORZKOWICZ AS FRANKLIN PARK POLICE OFFICER 
 3. MR. RUHL CONGRATULATED FIRE FIGHTER LIEUTENANT CHRIS  

CIOLINO, WHO WAS RECOGNIZED BY THE MUTAL AID BOX 
ALARM SYSTEM, KNOWN AS MABAS, WHO RESPONDED TO THE 
CALL FOR HELP AFTER THE DEVASTATION OF HURRICANE IDA IN 
LOUISIANA  

 
D. STREETS, ALLEYS AND FLEET MAINTENANCE (Mr. Ybarra, Chair) 

1. MR. YBARRA REPORTED SNOW EVENTS AND REMOVAL HAS KEEP  
STAFF BUSY,  FIRST SNOW EVENT ON 1/24/22, WE RECEIVED 2.4 
INCHES, THE SECOND SNOW EVENT ON 1/28/22, WE RECEIVED 3.3 
INCHES, THE THIRD SNOW EVENT WE RECEIVED 5.8 INCHES, THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT WAS A HUGE HELP WITH TICKETING AND 
GETTING CARS REMOVED 
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2. MR. YBARRA REPORTED STAFF RECEIVED A TOTAL OF 410 PHONE  
CALLS AND 397 EMAILS CONCERNING STREETS AND SANITATION 
AND SNOW REMOVAL RELATED ISSUES 

3. MR. YBARRA REPORTED FLEET DIVISION HAS BEEN REAL BUSY  
 WITH VEHICLE REPAIRS, 2 BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPAIRS AND  
 ONE PM MAINTENANCE, POLICE HAD 13 VEHICLE REPAIRS, 3 PM  
 MAINTENANCES, AND UTILITIES HAD 43 VEHICLE REPAIRS AND  
 1 PM MAINTENANCE 
 

E. PROPERTY, PLANNING, ZONING, AND BUILDING COMMITTEE  
(Ms. Special, Chair)  
1. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF 

HAS BEEN WORKING WITH THE COOK COUNTY BUREAU OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CHICAGO COOK WORKFORCE 
PARTNERSHIP ON A GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION’S GOOD JOBS CHALLENGE, 
THE STAFF’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE APPLICATION ADDRESSES 
THE CHALLENGES THAT COMMUNITIES ARE FACING WITH 
REGARD TO EMPLOYMENT, WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, AND 
CAREER PATHWAYS IN THE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR  

2. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED FROM THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT  
27 CONTRACTORS APPLIED AND REGISTERED FOR LICENSES,  
28 BUILDING PERMITS, 09 ELECTRICAL PERMITS, 2 DUMPSTER, 
AND 4 FIRE PERMITS WERE APPLIED FOR, 14 PROPERTY CLOSINGS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL AND 8 NEW BUSINESSES 
APPLIED FOR OCCUPANCY AND 7 NEW BUSINESSES WERE ISSUED 
OCCUPANCY CERTIFICATES  
 

F. HUMAN RESOURCES, SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SENIOR 
SERVICES COMMITTEE (Mr. Hagerstrom, Chair) 
1. MR. HAGERSTROM ANNOUNCED THAT THE FIRST BLOOD DRIVE 

OF THE YEAR WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY, MARCH 4 FROM 3PM TO 
7PM IN THE POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM   

 
VII. STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS; DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEM 

1.  VILLAGE COMPTROLLER, DAVID GONZALEZ BRIEFLY WENT 
OVER THE NOVEMBER 30, 2021 REPORTS, WHICH IS SEVEN 
MONTHS INTO THE FISCAL YEAR, THE GENERAL FUND IS 5 
MILLION DOLLARS BETTER THAN THIS TIME AROUND, THINGS 
ARE GETTING BACK TO NORMAL, PROPERTY TAXES WE ARE AT 
1.4 MORE COLLECTIONS 

2. VILLAGE COMPTROLLER, DAVID GONZALEZ STATED THAT THE 
VILLAGE RECEIVED 1.5 MILLION FROM COVID RELIEF FUNDS 
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VIII. CONSENT AGENDA  
(Items on the Consent Agenda will be enacted/approved by one motion.  There will 
be no separate discussion on these items unless so requested by a member of the 
Village Board, in which case that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda 
and considered in the normal sequence of the Agenda.) 
 

 Village Clerk April J. Arellano read aloud public recital of Consent Agenda items 
 

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM:  
   (a) REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF  
       TRUSTEES HELD ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 07, 2022  
 
2. APPROVAL OF VOUCHER EXPENDITURES LIST IN THE AMOUNT 
  OF: $3,042,547.53 
 
3. ORDINANCE NO. 2122 VC 
  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3-2-7 OF CHAPTER TWO 
  OF TITLE THREE OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF 
  FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS TO DECREASE THE 
  NUMBER OF CLASS A2 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES 
  (SUGARSKULL) 

  
4. ORDINANCE NO. 2122 VC 
 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6-6F-8 OF CHAPTER SIX 

OF TITLE SIX OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 
PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS TO ELIMINATE THE HANDICAPPED 
RESERVED PARKING SPACE AT 2541 WILLOW STREET 

 
5. ORDINANCE NO. 2122 VC 
 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE THREE OF THE VILLAGE CODE 
 OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 REGARDING ELIGIBILITY FOR VIDEO GAMING LICENSES 
 
6. MOTION TO WAIVE BID REQUIREMENTS AND APPROVE THE  

PURCHASE OF TWO (2) NEW 2022 FORD HYBRID ESCAPE VEHICLES FOR    
THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT FROM HAGGERTY FORD, WEST CHICAGO,  
ILLINOIS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $29,117.00 FOR EACH VEHICLE 
TO ENSURE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE RESIDENTS 
AND AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO 
EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO 
EFFECTUATE SAME 

  
Motion made by Mr. Ybarra and seconded by Ms. Avitia to approve the Consent Agenda  
Roll Call:  Ayes – Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ybarra, Mr. Ruhl and Ms. Special  
Nay – 0.  Absent – 0, Abstain – 0.  
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IX.    OLD BUSINESS 
X.  
XI.     NEW BUSINESS 

 
XII.    COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK: 

NONE 
 

XIII. COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
NONE 
 

XIV. CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 NONE 
 

XV. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Hagerstrom to adjourn at 7:19 p.m.  
Voice vote carried 

 
 

ATTEST   __________________________________  
      April J. Arellano, Village Clerk 
 

Notice of Meeting Duly Posted as per Illinois Open Meeting Act 
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