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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK HELD IN THE  
POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM AT 

9451 BELMONT AVENUE 
APRIL 04, 2022 

 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
II. CALL TO ORDER:  President Pedersen called to order the Board of 

Trustees of the Village of Franklin Park in regular session at 7:00 p.m.   
 

III. ROLL CALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
Village Clerk April J. Arellano called the roll:   
Present at Board Meeting: Mayor Barrett F. Pedersen,  
Village Clerk April J. Arellano, Trustees: Ms. Avitia, Ms. Special   
Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Ruhl, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Ybarra,  
Joe Montana (Village Attorney); Dan Corcoran (I.T. Director),  
Frank Grieashamer (Treasurer), William Brehm (Fire Chief), Mike Witz, (Director 
of Police), John P. Schneider (Director of Community Development and Zoning), 
Thomas McCabe (Village Engineer), Lisa Anthony (Health and Human Resources 
Director), Joe Thomas (Acting Utilities Commissioner)  

     
Special Guest: Dave Talbott, Engineer   

     
The Village Clerk declared a quorum was present  
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit to 2 minutes per speaker, Ordinance 1415-G-43) 
There were no in-person public comments 
 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. FINANCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEES (Mr. Johnson, Chair) 

1. MR. JOHNSON STATED THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO REPORT ON 
FINANCE 

2. MR. JOHNSON STATED THAT THE NEXT FRANKLIN PARK FEST 
MEETING WILL BE ON APRIL 11, THE VILLAGE CONTINUES TO 
SECURE A LINE UP OF TRAINS 

 
B. WATER AND SEWER/FLEET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (Ms. Avitia, 
Chair) 

1. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THAT BUCKEYE POWER SYSTEM WILL BE 
REPLACING BLOCK HEATER ON THE GENERATOR AT THE GARRA 
LIFT STATION 
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2. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THAT THE SEWER AND WATER 
DEPARTMENT WILL BE PUTTING A BATTERY BACKUP IN TO 
FULLERTON, CHICAGO PITT AND 17TH LIFT STATION 

3. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THAT STAFF ARE ALSO CURRENTLY 
WORKING ON GETTING EXIT SIGNS REPLACED AT KING STREET 
AND GETTING PUMP ROOM LIGHTS AND EMERGENCY LIGHTING 
WORKING  

4. MS. AVITIA REPORTED VALVE REPLACEMENT WILL TAKE PLACE 
ON APRIL 4TH AND TANK DRAINING AS WELL 

5. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THERE WERE 4 SEWER 
BACK-UPS AND A LOT OF REPAIRS WERE NEEDED FOR THE  
211 VACTOR 

6. MS. AVITIA REPORTED DURING MARCH 30 WE RECEIVED  
1.5 INCHES OF RAIN, STAFF WAS OUT CLEARING STREET DRAINS 
AND THEY CLEARED 29 DRAINS 

7. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THAT THE BACKUP AT MANNHEIM ROAD 
AND SHUBERT AVENUE REQUIRED ASSISTANCE FROM LEYDEN 
TOWNSHIP 

 
C. POLICE AND FIRE COMMITTEE (Mr. Ruhl, Chair)  

1. MR. RUHL STATED THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO REPORT ON  
 BEHALF OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OR ON BEHALF OF THE  
 POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

D. STREETS, ALLEYS AND FLEET MAINTENANCE (Mr. Ybarra, Chair) 
1. MR. YBARRA REPORTED THAT COLD PATCHING HAS BEEN  

COMPLETED FROM THE EAST SIDE TO WEST OF MANNHEIM 
ROAD, NORTHSIDE OF THE VILLAGE AND SOUTH OF GRAND 
AVENUE AND THE MIDDLE PART OF THE VILLAGE  

2. MR. YBARRA REPORTED ALL MAIN AND SECONDARY STREETS  
 HAVE BEEN SWEPT 
3. MR. YBARRA REPORTED THE STOP SIGN AT MCNERNEY AND  
 ERNST STREETS HAVE BEEN REPLACED, AND AT SCOTT AND  
 PACIFIC STREETS 
4. MR. YBARRA REMINDED EVERYONE THAT YARD WASTE WILL  

NOW BE PICKED UP ON TUESDAY  
 

E. PROPERTY, PLANNING, ZONING, AND BUILDING COMMITTEE  
(Ms. Special, Chair)  
1. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF 

PRESENTED AN INDEPTH UPDATE OF ONGOING PROJECTS AND 
DEVELOPMENTS TO BOTH THE PLAN COMMISSION AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION DURING THEIR 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 
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2. MS. SPECIALL REPORTED THE PLAN COMMISSION WELCOMED A 

NEW BOARD MEMBER, MARIE SAELI,  AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF 
THE COMMUNITY AND SHE WILL PROVIDE A VALUABLE 
PERSPECTIVE  

3. MS. SPECIAL ANNOUNCED THE LATEST EDITION OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING’S 
YEAR IN REVIEW WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE AND AT 
VILLAGE HALL.  IT WILL CONTAIN THE YEAR-IN-REVIEW 
HIGHLIGHTS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND PROGRESS ON PROJECTS, 
INITIATIVES, AND DEVELOPMENTS FROM 2020 AND 2021 

4. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF 
CONTINUES TO FIELD INQUIRIES ON ZONING PERMITS, 
AVAILABLE PROPERTIES, AND POTENTIAL NEW BUSINESSES OR 
EXPANSIONS 

5. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED 31 CONTRACTORS APPLIED AND 
REGISTERED FOR LICENSES, THERE WERE 84 PERMITS APPLIED 
FOR, 57 BUILDING, 10 ELECTRICAL, 1 DUMPSTER PERMIT AND  
14 FIRE PERMITS  

6. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED THERE WERE 10 PROPERTY CLOSINGS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERICAL, 8 NEW BUSINESSES 
APPLIED FOR OCCUPANCY AND 8 WERE ISSUED OCCUPANCY 
CERTIFICATES  

 
F. HUMAN RESOURCES, SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SENIOR 

SERVICES COMMITTEE (Mr. Hagerstrom, Chair) 
1. MR. HAGERSTROM REMINDED EVERYONE THAT REPUBLIC IS 

REQUESTING TO CHANGE THE DAY OF THE WEEK YARD WASTE IS 
PICKED UP, IT WILL BE ON TUESDAY BEGINNING ON APRIL 5TH, 
THERE IS A LIMITED AMOUNT OF YARD WASTE RECEPTICLES, 
PLEASE CALL THE VILLAGE HALL TO REQUEST ONE  

2. MR. HAGERSTROM ANNOUNCED THE VILLAGE AND 
COMMISSIONER MICHAEL CABONARGI WILL BE CO-HOSTING A 
TAX APPEAL WORKSHIP AT 6PM IN THE POLICE STATION’S 
COMMUNITY ROOM  
 

VI. STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS; DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEM 
NONE 

 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA  

(Items on the Consent Agenda will be enacted/approved by one motion.  There will 
be no separate discussion on these items unless so requested by a member of the 
Village Board, in which case that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda 
and considered in the normal sequence of the Agenda.) 
 

 Village Clerk April J. Arellano read aloud public recital of Consent Agenda items 
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1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM:  
    (a) REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF  

     TRUSTEES HELD ON MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2022 
 
2. APPROVAL OF VOUCHER EXPENDITURES LIST IN THE AMOUNT 
 OF: $2,230,268.77 
 
3. ORDINANCE NO. 2122 VC 
 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER SIX OF TITLE SIX OF THE  

VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS (HANDICAPPED RESERVED PARKING SPACE 
FOR 3147 LOUIS STREET) 

 
4. ORDINANCE NO. 2122 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICES FOR PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONAL SERVICES BETWEEN JESSE’S 
LAWN SERVICE AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
5. MOTION TO APPROVE A SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH DAVEY  

RESOURCE GROUP, KENT, OHIO, TO PREPARE A TREE INVENTORY 
AND DEVELOP A TREE MANAGEMENT PLAN WITH GRANT FUNDS 
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $15,700.00 AND AUTHORIZE THE 
OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE 
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO 
EFFECTUATE SAME 

 
6. MOTION TO APPROVE A PROPOSAL FROM DAI ENVIRONMENTAL,  

INCORPORATED, LAKE FOREST, ILLINOIS TO PERFORM A 
LIMITED PHASE TWO ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT FOR 9800 
FRANKLIN AVENUE IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,325.00 AND 
AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO 
EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION 
TO EFFECTUATE SAME 
 

7. MOTION TO APPROVE A RELEASE AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
IN KACZOWKA V. FRANKLIN PARK, CASE NUMBER 2021 M1 300325 
AND AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE 
TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH 
ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME 

 
Motion made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Avitia to approve the Consent Agenda  
Roll Call:  Ayes – Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl and Ms. Special, Mr. 
Ybarra Nay – 0.  Absent – 0, Abstain – 0.  

  
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
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IX.   NEW BUSINESS 
 
X. COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK: 

Village Clerk Arellano reported that in the month of March 119 passports were 
processed, 38 notaries performed and 42 FOIA requests completed 
 
Village Clerk Arellano reported that 60% of FOIA requests are seeking 
documents from the Police Station, followed by the Building Department  

 
XI. COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Mayor Pedersen announced Earth Day Celebration at Centre at North Park on 
Saturday, April 23, 2022 
 

XII. CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Pedersen stated there is a need for Salary Schedules for One or More  
Classes of Employees 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2) and Employment, Compensation, 
Discipline, Performance or Dismissal of certain Employees 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) 

 
Motion made by Mr. Ybarra, seconded by Ms. Special to go into Executive Session 
at 7:33 p.m. for “Salary Schedules for One or More Classes of Employees  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(2) and Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Performance or Dismissal 
of certain Employees 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)” 

 
Roll Call:  Ayes – Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special and  
Mr. Ybarra, Mr. Johnson.  Nay – 0.  Absent – 0,  Abstain – 0 
 
RETURNED FROM CLOSED SESSION AT 7:41 P.M. 
 
Village Deputy Clerk, April Arellano, stated to let the record reflect that all 
members returned.  No action was taken in Closed Session 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Mr. Hagerstrom, seconded by Ms. Avitia to adjourn at 7:42 p.m.  
Voice vote carried 

 
 
 

ATTEST   __________________________________  
      April J. Arellano, Village Clerk 
 

Notice of Meeting Duly Posted as per Illinois Open Meeting Act 


