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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK HELD IN 
THE POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM AT 

9451 BELMONT AVENUE 
January 02, 2024 

 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
II. CALL TO ORDER: Village President Pedersen called to order the Board of 

Trustees of the Village of Franklin Park in special session at 7:00 p.m. 
 

III. ROLL CALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
Village Clerk April J Arellano called the roll: 
Present at Board Meeting: Barrett F. Pedersen (Village President) and 
April J Arellano (Village Clerk), Joseph Montana (Village Attorney) 

 
Trustees (Present in the Room): Mr. Ruhl, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Special, 
Ms. Avitia, Mr. Ybarra and Mr. Hagerstrom 

 
Department Heads: 
Mark Stewart (Fire Department Chief), Mike Witz (Director of Police), Dan Corcoran 
(IT Director), Lisa Anthony (Health and Human Resources), Nick Walny (Deputy 
Director of Community Development), Nick Weber (Sewer & Water Division 
Supervisor), Lisa Manzo (Deputy Building Director), Tom McCabe (Village Engineer), 
and Frank Grieashamer (Treasurer) 

 
The Village Clerk declared a quorum was present. 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit to 2 minutes per speaker, Ordinance 1415- 

G-43) 
1. Mr. Shawn H. Hallinan, intergovernmental officer for the Cook County Clerk’s Office gave a  

brief presentation on the services offered by the Cook County’s Clerk’s office 
 

V. Trustee Avitia announced the Winners of the Best Decorated House  
1. 3629 EMERSON- THE KUBIK FAMILY – not present  
2. 3202 LOUIS- THE RODRIGUEZ FAMILY – not present 
3. 9919 MONTANA- THE DANIEL/ LAWRENCE FAMILY was presented with a certificate and gift 

card.  
 

VI. MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR JOHN SCHNEIDER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
ZONING DIRECTOR 
President, Clerk and Board of Trustees shared their memories of John. He was much more than 
the Community Development and Zoning director to many  
 
John leaves an unmatched legacy of achievement in the arena of economic development; 
attracting new businesses, developments, and investments to benefit the Village of Franklin Park.  
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VII. APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING 
Motion made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Special to appoint Nicholas A. Walny as the 
Director of Community Development and Zoning  
 
Roll Call: Ayes - Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, and Ms., Avitia 
Nay - 0. Absent – Mr. Ybarra Abstain - 0. 

 
VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. FINANCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEES (Mr. Johnson, Chair) 
1. MR. JOHNSON STATED HE DID NOT HAVE A REPORT FROM THE 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT OR FOR SPECIAL EVENTS  
 

2.  WATER AND SEWER/FLEET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (Ms. 
Avitia, Chair) 
1. MS. AVITIA REPORTED 1WATER MAIN BREAKS, 2 SERVICE REPAIRS, AND 3  
 SEWER BACK UPS, 2 WERE PRIVATE ISSUES AND 1 WAS A VILLAGE ISSUE 
2. MS. AVITIA REPORTED STAFF CHECKED SEWER BAD SPOTS AROUND TOWN 
 ON 12/27/23 NO NEW ISSUES 
3. MS. AVITIA REPORTED STAFF JETTED 660 FEET OF SEWER ON THE 3600 BLOCK  
 OF ROSE AND WAVELAND 
4. MS. AVITIA REPORTED VACTOR TRUCK 211 ASSISTED IN 2 HYDRO  

EXCAVATION JOBS, ONE AT 2411 WESTBROOK AND THE OTHER AT 3145 
SARAH 

5. MS. AVITIA REPORTED  CREWS WENT OUT AROUND TOWN PICKING UP  
 GARBAGE AT ALL VILLAGE PROPERTIES AND PARKWAYS AROUND TOWN 

 
3. POLICE AND FIRE COMMITTEE (Mr. Ruhl, Chair) 

1. MR. RUHL REPORTED THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S NEWEST POLICE 
OFFICER MELISSA FIGUEROA WAS SWORN IN ON FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 29th AND BEGAN THE COOK COUNTY SHERIFF’S POLICE 
ACADEMY 

2. MR. RUHL REPORTED THE FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONDED TO TOTAL 
OF 4004 FIRE AND EMS FOR THE YEAR 2023, AVERAGING 11 CALLS 
PER DAY IN 2023 

3. MR. RUHL ANNOUNCED FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC ROGELIO 
RODRIGUEZ WAS RECOGNIZED BY THE EMS COMMITTEE AS 
PARAMEDIC OF THE YEAR. HE WAS AWARED FOR BEING THE IDEAL 
EXAMPLE FOR ALL THE MEMBERS AND WILL BE AWARDED A 
MEDAL FROM DIVISION 20 CHIEFS 

 
4. STREETS, ALLEYS AND FLEET MAINTENANCE (Mr. Ybarra, Chair) 

1. MR. YBARRA GAVE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE HOURS OF FLEET 
REPAIRS FOR EVERY DEPARTMENT  

2. MR. YBARRA REPORTED TRUCK 217’S SALT SPREADER WAS REPAIRED 
3. MR. YBARRA REPORTED POT HOLE PATCHING ON BELMONT  
4. ON BEHALF OF THE FORESTRY DIVISION, MR. YBARRA REPORTED 32 

TREES WERE TRIMMED, 3 DEAD TREES WERE REMOVED AND BRANCH 
PICK UP WAS COMPLETED  

5. MR. YBARRA REPORTED STAFF ASSISTED THE IT DEPARTMENT WITH 
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THE CAMERA INSTALLATION  
 

5. PROPERTY, PLANNING, ZONING, BUILDING, AND TREE PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION 
(Ms. Special, Chair) 
1. ON BEHALF OF THE TREE PRESERVATION COMMISSION, MS. SPECIAL 

REPORTED SUSTAINABILITY, FORESTRY, PARKWAYS AND FACILITIES 
DIRECTOR ANDY SMOLEN, MS. SPECIAL REPORTED THE TREE CITY 
USA RECERTIFICATION WAND THE TREE CITY USA GROWTH AWARD 
AND THE STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOUCES 
WAS COMPLETED  

2. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED THE DEMOLITION OF THE NEWS AGENCY 
BUILDING WAS COMPLETED AND PREPERATIONS ARE BEING MADE 
FOR THE SPRING OF 2024 LANDSCAPING OF THE PROPERTY JUST WEST 
OF THE NEWS AGENCY SITE. THE GOAL IS TO ENHANCE THE PRESENT 
METRA PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING AND TO BEAUTIFY THE VIEW 
FOR COMMUTER’S TAKING THE METRA TRAINS THROUGH FRANKLIN 
PARK  

3. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED PREPERATIONS FOR THE PARK DISTRICT OF 
FRANKLIN PARK AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK’S FIRST 
ANNUAL SEED SWAP HAVE BEGUN. IT WILL TAKE PLACE ON 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2024 FROM 11 AM UNTIL 12:30 PM AT 
NORTH PARK 

4. ON BEHALF OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, MS. 
SPECIAL REPORTED  

5. ON BEHALF OF THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT, MS. SPECIAL REPORTED 
25 CONTRACTORS APPLIED FOR LICENSES, 22 BUILDING PERMITS,  
6 ELECTRICAL PERMITS, 2 SIGN PERMIT, NO DUMPSTER PERMIT, 2 FIRE 
PERMITS, AND NO POD PERMIT WERE APPLIED FOR A TOTAL OF 32 
PERMITS. SHE ANNOUNCED 6 PROPERTY CLOSINGS FOR RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL, 1 NEW BUSINESS APPLIED FOR OCCUPANCY AND 
1 NEW BUSINESS WAS ISSUED AN OCCUPANCY CERTIFICATE 

 
6. HUMAN RESOURCES, SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SENIOR SERVICES 

COMMITTEE (Mr. Hagerstrom, Chair) 
1. MR. HAGERSTROM THANKED EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN 

“THE LIGHT UP FRANKLIN PARK” AND CONGRATULATED THE 
WINNERS 
 

IX. STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS: DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS 
Tom McCabe, Village Engineer, stated with John Schneider’s vision, he had helped secure funding 
to many projects in Franklin Park. Mr. McCabe briefly went over those projects. The village has 
received nearly $86 million in grants  
 

X. CONSENT AGENDA 
(Items on the Consent Agenda will be enacted or approved by a single motion or omnibus vote. 
There will be no separate discussion on these items unless so requested by a member of the 
Village Board, in which case that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in the normal sequence of the Agenda.) 
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1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM: 
(a) THE MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES HELD ON 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023 
 

2. APPROVAL OF VOUCHER EXPENDITURES LIST IN THE AMOUNT OF:  
$ 1,799,200.64 

 
3. RESOLUTION NO. 2324 R 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
APPROVING THE CONTENT OF CERTAIN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MINUTES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT 
 

4. RESOLUTION NO. 2324 R 
A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS APPROVING THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN EXECUTIVE 
SESSION MINUTES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT 
 

5. RESOLUTION NO. 2324 R 
A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS PROVIDING FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF CERTAIN 
VERBATIM RECORDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETINGS 
 

6. ORDINANCE NO. 2324 VC 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6-6F-8 OF CHAPTER SIX 
OF TITLE SIX OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 
PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS TO ELIMINATE THE HANDICAPPED 
RESERVED PARKING SPACE AT 10256 MCNERNEY DRIVE 
 

7. ORDINANCE NO. 2324 VC 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS ESTABLISHING FEE IN LIEU PARKING CREDITS IN SECTION 11-1-5 OF 
CHAPTER ONE OF TITLE ELEVEN OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF 
FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
8. ORDINANCE NO. 2324 VC 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, AMENDING THE VILLAGE CODE OF FRANKLIN PARK WITH REGARD 
TO CONFLICTS WITH ORDINANCES ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY OF COOK 
REGULATING MINIMUM WAGE, EARNED SICK LEAVE AND PAID LEAVE 

 
9. ORDINANCE NO. 2324 VC 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AMENDING CHAPTER TWO OF TITLE ONE OF THE VILLAGE 
CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK ESTABLISHING THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF OFFICE OF ELECTED OFFICERS 
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10. ORDINANCE NO. 2324 G 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 2324-G-22 
(AMENDING SALARY SCHEDULE ORDINANCE) 
 

11. MOTION TO APPROVE A PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING AGREEMENT FOR A 
PROPERTY TAX ANALYSIS WITH MYER BLANK TAX CONSULTING, LLC, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $12,000.00, AND 
AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE 
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME 

 
12. MOTION TO RATIFY THE PURCHASE OF A 2023 CHEVROLET BOLT ELECTRIC 

UTILITY VEHICLE FROM TASCA CHEVROLET, WHEELING, ILLINOIS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $34,531.26 AND THE SALE OF A 2023 CHEVROLET BOLT ELECTRIC 
UTILITY VEHICLE IN THE AMOUNT OF $40,342.26 AND AUTHORIZE THE 
OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME 

 
Motion made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Avitia to approve the Consent Agenda Roll 
Call: Ayes - Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, and Ms., Avitia 
Nay - 0. Absent – Mr. Ybarra Abstain - 0. 

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 

NONE 
 

XII. COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK: 
Wished everyone a Happy New Year 

 
XIII. COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Mayor Pedersen thanked the entire staff. John Schneider always complimented department 
heads, he was an integral part of the village 
 
Mayor Pedersen remembered Joseph  “Tiny” Lauro, who was also an integral part of the 
Village and passed away a few years ago 

 
XIV. CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NONE 
 

XV. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made by Mr. Hagerstrom, seconded by Ms. Avitia to adjourn at  
7:33 pm. Voice vote carried. 

 
 

ATTEST _  
April J Arellano, Village Clerk 
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