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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD
OF TRUSTEES
OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK HELD IN THE
POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM AT 9451
BELMONT AVENUE
OCTOBER 06, 2025

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CALL TO ORDER: Village President Pedersen called to order the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Franklin Park in session at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Village Clerk April J Arellano called the roll:

Present at Board Meeting: Barrett F. Pedersen (Village President),

April J Arellano (Village Clerk), and Joseph Montana (Village Attorney)

Trustees (Presentin the Room): Mr. Ruhl, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Special,
Mr. Ybarra, and Mr. Hagerstrom

Department Heads:

Mike Witz (Police Chief)

Mark Stewart (Fire Chief)

Frank Grieashamer (Treasurer)

Joe Thomas (Utilities Commissioner)

Nick Weber (Deputy Utilities Commissioner)

Lisa Manzo (Deputy Building Department)

Nick Walny (Director of Community Development and Zoning)
Dan Corcoran (IT Director)

Tom McCabe (Village Engineer)

The Village Clerk declared a quorum was present.

PUBLIC COMMENT

1. RESIDENT COMMENTED ON THE NEED FOR TRAFFC CONTROL SOUTH OF GRAND, SHE
MENTIONED CARS ARE USING HER STREET TO SPEED THROUGH WITH NO REGARD TO
PEDESTRIANS

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. FINANCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEES, (Mr. Johnson, Chair)
1. MR.JOHNSON STATED HE DID NOT HAVE A REPORT FOR THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT
2. MR. JOHNSON ANNOUNCED THE MEMORIAL DAY EVENT WILL BE ON NOVEMBER 11,
2025

2. WATER AND SEWER/FLEET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE, (Ms. Avitia, Chair)
1. MS. AVITIA REPORTED, 2 LEAD REPLACEMENTS
2. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THE SEWER CREW JETTED 19,036 FEET OF SEWERS ON THE
NORTHSIDE OF TOWN USING 15,040 GALLONS OF WATER AND THE SEWER CREW
INSPECTED 46 MANHOLES DURING JETTING PROCESS
3. MS. AVITIA REPORTED STAFF REBUILT 5 STREET DRAINS
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4. MS. AVITIA REPORTED THE SEWER CREW JETTED 7,845 FEET OF SEWERS ON THE

NORTHSIDE OF TOWN USING 5,072 GALLONS OF WATER TO CLEAN THEM AND
DURING THIS CLEANING PROCESS CREWS INSPECTED 18 MANHOLES

MS. AVITIA REPORTED THE CREWS HAD TO HAVE PUMP 1 REBUILT AT ANDERSON
LIFT STATION AFTER A FAILED SEAL

MS. AVITIA REPORTED THE GRASS CREW CLEANED UP 22 LOCATIONS AND CUT J.B.
WILLIAMS RETENTION POND PICKING UP 25 BAGS OF GARBAGE

3. POLICE AND FIRE COMMITTEE, (Mr. Ruhl, Chair)

L.

ON BEHALF OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT MR. RUHL REPORTED THE DEPARTMENT IS
DOWN 2 FIREFIGHTERS/PARAMEDIC POSITIONS, 3 FIREFIGHTERS/PARAMEDICS ARE
OFF DUE TO INJURY AND FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER THERE WERE 343 CALLS
FOR SERVICE ,

MR. RUHL REPORTED THE ROOF AT STATION 2 HAS BEEN COMPLETED

MR. RUHL REPORTED THE POLICE DEPARTMENT MADE 82 PERSON ARRESTS, ISSUED
431 STATE CITATIONS, ISSUED 45 LOCAL ORDINANCE CITATIONS, ISSUED 796 PARKING
CITATIONS, MADE 760 TRAFFIC / PEDESTRIAN STOPS, REVIEWED 17 COMPLAINTS OF
HIGH GRASS / WEEDS AND ISSUED 2 CITATIONS FOR HIGH GRASS / WEEDS

AS A FORMER POLICE OFFICER, MR. RUHL STATED THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 12,
2025 WAS A TRAGEDY THAT SHOULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED. MR. RUHL STATED THAT
ICE IS A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY AND LIKE ANY OTHER LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, THE MESSAGE IS TO COMPLY WITH
OFFICERS, NOT COMPLYING WITH COMMANDS COULD HAVE FATAL RESULTS

4. STREETS, ALLEYS, AND FLEET MAINTENANCE (Mr. Ybarra, Chair)

1.

2.

ON BEHALF OF THE STREET DIVISION, MR. YBARRA REPORTED 3 VEHICLES
WERE TAKEN TO FLEET MAINTENANCE FOR SERVICE

ON BEHALF OF THE FORESTRY DIVISION, MR. YBARRA REPORTED 6 DECAYED
TREES WERE REMOVED AND 5 TREE TRIMS WERE DONE, AND ALL ROUTES
WERE SWEPT

MR. YBARRA REPORTED GARBAGE CANS WERE CHANGED 4 TIMES, 100
YARDS OF WOOD CHIPS WERE HAULED OUT FOR RECYCLING, 390 YARDS OF
SPOILS WERE HAULED OUT AND 16 STREET REPAIR CUT-OUTS WERE PAVED.
ON BEHALF OF FLEET MAINTENANCE, MR. YBARRA REPORTED THE UTILITIES
DEPARTMENT HAD THE MOST HOURS OF REPAIRS, TOTALING 40 HOURS

5. PROPERTY, PLANNING, ZONING, BUILDING, AND TREE PRESERVATION
COMMISSION, (Ms. Special, Chair)

1.

ON BEHALF OF THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT, MS. SPECIAL REPORTED 156
CONTRACTORS APPLIED AND REGISTERED FOR LICENSES, 137 BUILDING
PERMITS WERE APPLIED FOR, 22 ELECTRICAL, 4 SIGNS, 11 FIRE, 1 DUMPSTER
PERMITS, 2 SMALL CELL PERMITS AND 2 TEMPORARY EVENT PERMITS WERE
APPLIED FOR A TOTAL OF 176 PERMITS

MS. SPECIAL REPORTED 12 PROPERTY CLOSINGS, 2 NEW BUSINESSES APPLIED
FOR OCCUPANCY

ON BEHALF OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING, MS. SPECIAL
REPORTED ON SEPTEMBER 29TH, VILLAGE STAFF JOINED MAYOR PEDERSEN
AT THE GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF
FRANKLIN AVENUE FROM RUNGE TO YORK RD. THE CEREMONY INCLUDED
REMARKS BY REPRESENTATIVES FROM COOK COUNTY, CMAP,
CONGRESSWOMAN DELIA RAMIREZ’S OFFICE, AND MAYOR PEDERSEN. THIS
PORTION OF THE FRANKLIN AVENUE PROJECT IS BEING FUNDED BY COOK
COUNTY AND THE ILLINOIS TOLLWAY
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4. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED ON SEPTEMBER 30TH, MAYOR BARRETT PEDERSEN,
CLERK APRIL ARELLANO, TREASURER FRANK GRIESHAMER, PLAN
COMMISSION MEMBER NATASHA BROWN, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
STAFF, AND ENGINEERING STAFF ATTENDED THE 2025 METROPOLITAN
AGENCY FOR PLANNING’S (MPC) ANNUAL EVENT AND LUNCHEON. THE
EVENT FOCUSED ON CONVERSATIONS AROUND POLICY, IDEAS, AND ACTION
REGARDING A MORE RESILIENT CHICAGO REGION

5. MS. SPECIAL REPORTED ON OCTOBER 1ST, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
STAFF JOINED REPRESENTATIVES FROM COOK COUNTY, DCEO, SLOAN
VALVE, AND DELUXE STITCHER TO CELEBRATE MANUFACTURING DAY AT
EAST AND WEST LEYDEN HIGH SCHOOLS. THE DAY WAS CENTERED AROUND
PRESENTATIONS TO STUDENTS ENROLLED IN INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY
CLASSES REGARDING JOB READINESS AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE
MANUFACTURING SECTOR. THE GOAL WAS TO GET STUDENTS TO START
THINKING ABOUT CAREERS IN THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY AND HOW
TO PREPARE THEM FOR LANDING THEIR FIRST JOB. MANUFACTURING DAY IS
A NATIONAL GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT THAT DEMONSTRATES THE REALITY
AND FUTURE OF MODERN MANUFACTURING CAREERS

6. HUMAN RESOURCES, SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SENIOR SERVICES

COMMITTEE, (Mr. Hagerstrom, Chair)
1. MR. HAGERSTROM ANNOUNCED HE DID NOT HAVE A REPORT FOR
TONIGHT

V1. STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS: DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS

1.

CHIEF OF POLICE MIKE WITZ WENT OVER THREE OPTIONS FOR THE 911 PUBLIC SAFETY
DISPATCH CENTER. HIS DEPARTMENT CONSIDERED COST, QUALITY AND FUTURE
OPERATIONS. THOSE OPTIONS THAT WERE CONSIDERED WERE NORCOMM, COOK
COUNTY 911 AND MCD 911 CENTER. CHIEF WITZ WENT OVER PROS AND CONS FOR EACH
OF THE CENTERS

VII. CONSENT AGENDA
(Items on the Consent Agenda will be enacted or approved by a single motion or omnibus vote. There will
be no separate discussion on these items unless so requested by a member of the Village Board, in which
case that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in the normal sequence of the
Agenda.)

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM:
THE MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES HELD ON MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER EXPENDITURES LIST IN THE AMOUNT OF:
$3,384,119.76

RESOLUTION NO. 2526 R

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL FOR THE VILLAGE OWNED PROPERTY AT 9651 FRANKLIN
AVENUE AND AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO
NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT FOR ITS SALE AND DEVELOPMENT
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10.

11.

RESOLUTION NO. 2526 R

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR AND REQUIRING THE SUBMISSION OF AN ADVISORY
REFERENDUM TO THE ELECTORS OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AT THE GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION TO BE HELD ON MARCH 17,
2026, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, SHALL IMPOSE A
PENALTY ON ANY PERSON THAT TAMPERS WITH OR REMOVES A RODENT BAIT BOX
ON PUBLIC PROPERTY AS PART OF THE VILLAGE’S RODENT ABATEMENT PROGRAM

RESOLUTION NO. 2526 R

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR AND REQUIRING THE SUBMISSION OF AN
ADVISORY REFERENDUM TO THE ELECTORS OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK,
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AT THE GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION TO BE HELD ON
MARCH 17, 2026, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK,
SHALL INCREASE THE PENALTY IMPOSED AGAINST ANY PERSON THAT FAILS TO
PROMPTLY REMOVE THEIR DOG’S FECES AS PART OF THE VILLAGE’S RODENT
ABATEMENT PROGRAM

RESOLUTION NO. 2526 R

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR AND REQUIRING THE SUBMISSION OF AN ADVISORY
REFERENDUM TO THE ELECTORS OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AT THE GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION TO BE HELD ON MARCH 17,
2026, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, SHALL REQUIRE
THAT ALL HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE BE PLACED IN PLASTIC BAGS AND DEPOSITED INTO
A SEALED RODENT PROOF GARBAGE CAN AS PART OF THE VILLAGE’S RODENT
ABATEMENT PROGRAM

RESOLUTION NO. 2526 R

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
AUTHORIZING THE HONORARY DESIGNATION OF THE DOWNTOWN PLAZA TO
HEREINAFTER BE KNOWN AS THE JOSEPH “TINY” LAURO DOWNTOWN PLAZA

ORDINANCE NO. 2526 VC

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER SIX OF TITLE SIX OF THE VILLAGE
CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
(HANDICAPPED RESERVED PARKING SPACE FOR 3221 ERNST STREET)

ORDINANCE NO. 2526 G

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY,

ILLINOIS APPROVING A FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL MATERIALS
MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK AND
ALLIED WASTE SERVICES OF NORTH AMERICA

ORDINANCE NO. 2526 G

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A FOURTH AMENDMENT TO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN
REDSPEED ILLINOIS, LLC AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS FOR THE OPERATION OF AN AUTOMATED TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT
SYSTEM

MOTION TO WAIVE BID REQUIREMENTS AND APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FROM SPEAR
LANDSCAPING AND DEVELOPMENT, INCORPORATED, ITASCA, ILLINOIS, FOR THE
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A SIDEWALK ADJACENT TO THE ACCESS ROAD
BETWEEN GRAND AVENUE AND CROWN ROAD IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
$76,920.00, TO ENSURE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE RESIDENTS AND
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME

MOTION TO WAIVE BID REQUIREMENTS AND APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FROM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS, INCORPORATED, EAST HAZEL CREST, ILLINOIS, TO PURCHASE
AND INSTALL MULTIPLE FLOW METERS AT THE MAIN PUMPING STATION IN AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED §$172,250.00, TO ENSURE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE
OF THE RESIDENTS AND AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE
TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE
SAME

MOTION TO APPROVE NARDULLI CONSTRUCTION, INCORPORATED, CICERO, ILLINOIS,
AS THE LOWEST RESPONSIBLE AND RESPONSIVE BIDDER FOR THE 2025 50/50
SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,077.15 IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE BID ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION FROM THE VILLAGE ENGINEER AND
AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME

MOTION TO WAIVE BID REQUIREMENTS AND APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FROM PAMELA
SELF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS, FOR LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE SERVICES FOR THE GRAND AVENUE STREETSCAPE PROJECT IN AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $32,000.00, TO ENSURE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE
OF THE RESIDENTS AND AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE
TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE
SAME

MOTION TO APPROVE A PROPOSAL FROM SMITH LASALLE CONSULTING ENGINEERS,
FRANKLIN PARK, ILLINOIS, FOR ENGINEERING AND FIELD SERVICES TO REPAIR THE
SPILL WAY WALL FROM SILVER CREEK INTO THE J.B. WILLIAMS RETENTION BASIN IN
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $21,350.00 AND AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND
OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE
SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME

MOTION TO APPROVE THE ACQUISITION OF A 2024 CATERPILLAR MODEL 304 MINI
HYDRAULIC EXCAVATOR FROM ALTORFER CAT, ADDISON, ILLINOIS IN AN AMOUNT
NOT TO EXCEED $77,644.00 TO ENSURE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE
RESIDENTS AND AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO
EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE

SAME

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN ON NUMBER 17 ON THE CONSENT AGENDA. THIS ITEMS WAS STRICKEN
FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
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VIIL

IX.

XI.

(Village Clerk Arellano read aloud each of the items that were identified on the consent agenda and
under consideration by the Village Board before final action on the items identified on the consent
agenda occurred)

Motion made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Avitia to approve the Consent Agenda minus item number 17
of the consent agenda.

Roll Call: Ayes - Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, Ms. Avitia, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Ybarra
Nay - 0. Absent— 0. Abstain— 0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NONE

NEW BUSINESS
NONE

COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK:
NONE

COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT:
President Pedersen made the following announcement:

“Over the weekend, my office received voice mail messages condemning the death of Silverio Villegas-
Gonzalez, the man who was shot and died while being taken into custody by ICE agents last month.

What happened to Silverio Villegas-Gonzalez was a tragedy. On the night of the incident, I stood with
Congressman Chuy Garcia and State Representative Norma Hernandez at a press conference demanding a
complete investigation of the incident from the Department of Homeland Security.

I continue to demand transparency regarding why Mr. Villegas-Gonzalez was being taken into custody. In
addition, I pledge to work with all elected officials and community leaders to end these reckless
apprehensions and to keep our community safe.

The callers also wanted to know if the Village worked with the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) or any other immigration enforcement agencies to support the efforts to arrest Mr. Villegas-Gonzalez.

To be clear, the Village did not partner with ICE that day or any other day. Franklin Park does not cooperate
with ICE. The Village provided emergency medical services and assisted in traffic enforcement at the
location after the incident occurred. The Illinois Trust Act does not allow local law enforcement to
cooperate with ICE on immigration enforcement matters. This law provides the same protection for
residents under a sanctuary city ordinance. In addition, the Village does not ask about a resident's
immigration status when they request services from any of our departments. The Village also released and
made public all documents and videos concerning the incident to multiple news outlets and other parties.

I am asking everyone to remain calm in light of this tragedy. I urge everyone to act peacefully, lawfully,
respectfully and with the concern we have always shown to our neighbors and neighborhoods. I deplore
violence of all types and believe that every resident deserves to live in safety and to be treated with dignity
and respect. Franklin Park is a caring community that celebrates our shared strengths, contributions, and
values.”
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XII.

XIII.

ATTEST / (ul \

CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mayor Pedersen stated there is a need for Collective Bargaining Negotiations Matters 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2)

Motion made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Hagerstrom to go into Executive Session at 7:34 p.m.
for “Collective Bargaining Negotiations Matters 5 ILCS 120/2(¢c)(2),”

Roll Call: Ayes —Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, Mr. Ybarra, Mr. Johnson and Ms. Avitia
Nay — 0. Absent — 0. Abstain — 0

RETURNED FROM CLOSED SESSION AT 7:51P.M.

Village Clerk, April Arellano, stated to let the record reflect that all members returned. No action
was taken in Closed Session

ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mr. Johnson fconded by Ms. Avitia to adjourn at

7:51 PM Vozce vote cariie .’ ;
LCLLCJ

Apr\l J A#ellano, Ylllaoe Clerk
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