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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2223-VC- __ 
 

AN ORDINANCE DELETING CHAPTER FOURTEEN OF TITLE TWO 
AND ESTABLISHING A NEW CHAPTER THIRTEEN OF TITLE SEVEN OF 

THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS (TREE PRESERVATION, PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE; TREE 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION) 
              

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Franklin Park, Cook County, Illinois (the “Village”) is a duly 

organized and existing municipal corporation created under the provisions of the laws of the State 

of Illinois and under the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, as from time to time 

supplemented and amended; and 

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Franklin Park (the 

“Corporate Authorities”) may from time to time amend the text of the Village Code of Franklin 

Park when it is determined to be in the best interests of the residents of the Village; and 

WHEREAS, trees are a natural and valuable public resource and an integral part of the 

critical infrastructure of the Village that must be preserved, protected, and cared for as other critical 

infrastructure in the Village; and 

WHEREAS, unlike any other infrastructure asset of the Village, trees increase in value 

over time and the benefits derived from preserving and maintaining trees increases exponentially 

as trees mature; and 

WHEREAS, establishing requirements for the planting, care, removal, and replacement of 

trees in the Village not only encourages sound environmental and cultural practices but maintains 

a variety of tree species and standards of care to ensure tree quality, compatibility, and diversity; 

and 

WHEREAS, trees in the Village reduce the erosion of topsoil by wind and water; lower 
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heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen, and provide 

habitat for wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, trees in the Village are highly valued as trees increase property values, 

enhance the economic validity of business and industrial areas, and beautify the Village; and 

WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the 

Village of Franklin Park, Cook County, Illinois, as follows: 

Section 1. That the above recitals and legislative findings are found to be true and 

correct and are hereby incorporated herein and made a part hereof, as if fully set forth in their 

entirety. 

Section 2. That the Corporate Authorities find and declare that the regulations and 

requirements herein established are to protect and ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the 

residents of the Village and to protect the property and critical infrastructure assets of the Village. 

Section 3. Chapter 14 (“Tree Preservation Commission”) of Title 2 (“Boards and 

Commissions”) of the Village Code of Franklin Park is hereby amended by deleting Chapter 14 in 

its entirety. 

Section 4. Title 7 (“Public Works and Properties”) of the Village Code of Franklin 

Park is hereby amended by adding the following underlined language to read, as follows: 

CHAPTER 13. TREE PRESERVATION, PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE; 
TREE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 
7-13-1. Purpose and intent. 
 

1. Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to safeguard the natural resources of the 
village and to promote environmental values within the village while protecting the public health, 
safety, and general welfare of the residents of the village by providing for the regulations of the 
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planting, maintenance, and removal of trees within the village. 
 
2. Intent. It is the intent of the corporate authorities that this chapter shall be construed 

so as to promote the preservation and care of trees. The corporate authorities declare that trees are 
a natural, public resource, and an integral part of the critical infrastructure of the village and as 
such are highly valued and must be preserved, protected, and cared for as other critical 
infrastructure in the village. The corporate authorities find that areas with trees have lower crime 
rates, higher levels of community interaction and are the only assets owned by the village that do 
not depreciate in value but increase with age. The corporate authorities understand the importance 
of trees within the village and find that trees absorb pollution from the air; absorb and sequester 
carbon dioxide; absorb and filter pollution from stormwater run-off; produce oxygen; reduce 
flooding; stabilize soils and reduce erosion; cool the surrounding area helping to reduce impacts 
due to heat islands; reduce energy consumption by shielding structures from harsh winds and sun; 
provide a buffer and screen against noise, light and pollution; improve property values; improve 
commercial district buyer traffic; provide important habitat for birds and other wildlife; and protect 
and enhance the quality of life of all residents. 

 
7-13-2. Definitions. 
 

The following words and phrases shall have the meanings, and are hereby defined, as 
follows: 

 
Corporate Authorities shall mean the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Franklin Park, Cook County, Illinois. 
 
Private Property shall mean any parcel of property owned by a property owner that is not 

the village. 
 
Property Owner shall mean the recorded owner of any parcel of private property. 
 
Root Zone shall mean a circle on the ground corresponding to the dripline of the tree. 
 
Root Flare shall mean the area where the first main roots attach to the trunk the visibility 

and exposure of which is needed for a tree to grow and thrive. 
 

Tree or Trees shall mean trees, shrubs, bushes, and all other woody vegetation on village 
property. 

 
Tree Management Plan shall mean the Standard Inventory Analysis and Management Plan 

Village of Franklin Park, Illinois, as from time to time supplemented and amended. 
 
Tree Topping or Topping shall mean the removal of the top of the central stem of a tree or 

the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three (3) inches in diameter within the tree's 
crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. 
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Utilities Commissioner shall mean the person responsible for the operation of the 

Department of Municipal Utilities, Streets, Forestry, Water and Sewer. The Utilities Commissioner 
shall also include the Deputy Commissioner of the department. 

 
Village shall mean the Village of Franklin Park, Cook County, Illinois. 

 
Village Arborist shall mean a designated employee of the Department of Municipal 

Utilities, Streets, Forestry, Water and Sewer with at least three (3) or more years of arboriculture 
training with skills to manage trees or a village contracted certified arborist. 

 
Village Property shall mean land lying between private property lines, or within the lines 

of either side of all streets, avenues, boulevards, lanes, squares, courts, cul-de-sacs, alleys, or other 
public rights-of-way or grounds, including but not limited to parkways, sidewalks, and curbs, or 
any other village owned land. 

 
7-13-3. Duty and responsibilities of village arborist. 
 

The village arborist shall be responsible for the implementation of this Chapter. The 
village’s arborist has the responsibility to implement and revise the Tree Management Plan as 
deemed necessary. The village arborist has the responsibility to analyze and determine areas where 
trees should be added, pruned, or removed. The village arborist or utilities commissioner is 
authorized to hire or consult with a certified arborist, as needed, for the benefit of trees in the 
village. 

 
7-13-4. Arborist to perform work on trees. 
 

Any person, contractor, or firm in the occupation or business of consulting, interacting, or 
in any way impacting trees on village property must be or have a certified arborist on staff in order 
to undertake any activity on trees, including but not limited to pruning, planting, treating, or 
removing any tree. It shall be unlawful for any person, contractor, or firm to engage in such work 
unless said party first applies for and procures a license from the village. This license shall be in 
addition to any other license required by this code. The license fee shall be ten dollars ($10.00) 
annually in advance; provided, however, that no license shall be required of any village employee 
doing such work on behalf of the village. Before any license shall be issued, each applicant shall 
first file evidence of possession of liability insurance in the minimum amounts of five hundred 
thousand dollars ($500,000.00) for bodily injury to any person or party injured, and two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00) for property damage resulting from the pursuit of such 
endeavors, as herein described, and such insurance policies shall name the village as an additional 
insured. In addition, the applicant must show proof of adequate workman’s compensation 
insurance as customarily required for such endeavors or at such minimums as provided by statute. 

 
7-13-5. Tree planting standards; tree care and removal. 
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1. The village hereby adopts the most current ANSI A300 Standards for the care, 
maintenance, pruning and planting of trees. 

 
2. The village has the right to plant, prune, maintain and remove trees on village 

property, as may be necessary to preserve or enhance the symmetry and beauty of such public 
ways or grounds. 

 
3. The village arborist may remove or cause or order to be removed, any tree or part 

thereof on village property to ensure public safety which by reason of its nature is: 
 

a. Injurious to sewers, electric power lines, gas lines, water lines or other 
public improvements, or is affected with any injurious fungus, insect, or 
other pest; 

b. Crippled, deformed, and physically damaged trees shall be removed and 
replaced, if in the village arborist's opinion recovery and normal 
development cannot be expected; 

c. Infected with an incurable disease that will result in either: i) deformation, 
ii) death, or iii) infection of other trees; or 

d. Determined to present a potential for endangering life or property because 
of its condition or location. 

 
4. It shall be unlawful for any person, contractor, or firm to remove, injure, destroy, 

or undertake any procedure to remove a tree on village property without authorization by the 
village arborist and in accordance with section 7-13-4 and the following conditions: 

 
a. The tree is diseased, dead or dying; 
b. The tree is damaged or injured to the extent that it is likely to die or become 

diseased, or such that it constitutes a hazard; 
c. Removal of the tree is consistent with good forestry practices, that is, 

consideration is given to the species of the tree, location, conditions, age, 
safety, historic and aesthetic value of the tree to be removed; or 

d. Reasonable efforts have been undertaken in the architectural layout and 
design of a private improvement or development to minimize tree removal. 

 
7-13-6. Approved trees. 
 

Trees to be planted on village property shall be selected from the list of authorized tree 
species provided in the Tree Management Plan. No species other than those included in the Tree 
Management Plan may be planted on village property. Trees acquired by the village shall be from 
certified nurseries and of a quality consistent with ANSI Z60.1, or the most current American 
Standards for Nursery Stock, as approved or updated by the American Standards Institute. 
 
7-13-7. Prohibited trees. 
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The following trees are prohibited and shall not be planted on village property due to 
commonly acknowledged high maintenance and undesirable characteristics (such as, but not 
limited to, brittle wood, cavity prone, excessive deadwood, susceptibility to disease) associated 
therewith: 
 

Latin Name Common Name or Type 
Acer campestre Hedge maple 
Acer negundo Box elder 
Acer saccharinum Silver maple 
Ailanthus glandulosa Tree of heaven 
Catalpa - all species Catalpa 
Ginkgo biloba (female) Ginkgo 
Morus - all species Mulberry 
Populus - all species 1/ Poplars 
Pyrus calleryana cultivars Callery pear 
Salix - all species Willows 
Ulmus americana 2/ American elm 
Ulmus pumila Siberian elm 
 All types of fruit trees producing fruit 

typically for human consumption 
 
The aforesaid trees now existing on village property shall gradually be removed through 

normal attrition and replaced with approved trees. The village arborist may permit a prohibited 
tree to remain when in their professional opinion a particular specimen exhibits redeeming 
characteristics typical of a desirable species but uncharacteristic for the prohibited specimen's 
species. Dutch elm disease resistant elm hybrids/cultivars may be permitted subject to prior 
approval by the village arborist. 
 
7-13-8. Planting requirements. 
 

1. Trees planted on village property shall have a minimum diameter of one and one-
half (1½) inches at a height of six (6) inches above the ground, shall have a 
continuous single stem branched at a minimum of four and one-half (4½) feet above 
ground before pruning and shall be free from deformity and indication of 
undesirable growth and characteristics. 

2. Trees shall be free of infectious diseases or insect infestation at time of planting. 
3. Trees on village property shall be planted on the centerline of the parkway, or in 

line with majority of trees established in the parkway. No trees may be planted on 
parkways less than four (4) feet wide, except when in the professional opinion of 
the village arborist conditions are such that such planting may be desirable. In 
making such a determination, the village arborist shall consider factors such as 
interference with the sidewalk, curb, or other village property. 
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4. Planting of trees is prohibited if such planting will unduly interfere with existing 
sewer connections, and utility location, connections, or controls; or where the repair 
and maintenance thereof may cause a severe stress to the tree. 

5. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, species of trees which 
by reason of size, spread of crown, or other characteristics could interfere with 
existing overhead utility lines are prohibited. 

 
7-13-9. Spacing. 
 

No trees on village property may be planted closer together than the following: small and 
medium trees fifteen (15) to twenty (20) feet and large trees thirty (30) feet; except in special 
plantings designed or approved by a landscape architect or the village arborist. 
 
7-13-10. Distance from curb and sidewalk. 
 

No tree may be planted closer to any curb or sidewalk than the following: small tree, two 
(2) feet; medium tree, three (3) feet; and large tree, four (4) feet. 

 
7-13-11. Distance from street corners and fireplugs. 
 

No tree shall be planted closer than twenty-five (25) feet of any street corner, measured 
from the point of nearest intersection curbs or curb lines. No tree shall be planted closer than ten 
(10) feet of any fireplug. 
 
7-13-12. Utilities. 
 

No tree other than those species listed in the Tree Management Plan as small trees may be 
planted under or within ten (10) lateral feet of any overhead utility wire, or over or within five (5) 
lateral feet of any underground water line, sewer line, transmission line or other utility. 
 
7-13-13. Tree preservation during construction. 
 

During any construction in the village, all reasonable steps necessary to prevent the 
destruction or damaging of all trees three (3) inches in diameter or larger, other than those specified 
to be removed, shall be taken, including: 
 

1. No construction activity, movement and placement of equipment or material or 
spoils storage and no excess soil, additional fill, liquids, or construction debris shall 
be placed within the root zone of any tree that is required to be preserved, nor at 
any higher location. 

2. Crushed limestone hydrocarbons and other materials detrimental to trees shall not 
be dumped within the root zone of any tree nor at any higher location where 
drainage toward the tree could reasonably expect to affect the health of the tree. 
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3. Appropriate protective fencing, such as snow fence, shall be temporarily installed 
for protection of trees and is to be shown on the submitted map at the periphery of 
the tree's root zone. All required protective fencing must be in place and maintained 
during the entire construction period. All fencing must be secured to metal posts 
driven into the ground space at least ten (10) feet apart. 

4. No attachments, signs, fences, or wires, other than approved for bracing, guying, or 
wrapping shall be attached to a tree during construction period. 

5. Other measures such as construction pruning, and root pruning of trees directly 
impacted by construction must also be indicated on the plan or on an accompanying 
sheet and approved by the village arborist, utilities commissioner or designee. 

6. Unless otherwise authorized by the village arborist, no soil is to be removed or 
added within the root zone area of any tree. 

 
7-13-14. Tree topping. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person, contractor, or firm as a normal practice to top any tree 
on village property. 

 
7-13-15. Pruning, corner clearance. 
 

Every property owner having a tree that overhangs any right-of-way within the village shall 
prune the branches so that such branches shall not obstruct the light from any streetlamp or obstruct 
the view of any street intersection and so that there shall be a clear space of eight (8) feet above 
the surface of the street or sidewalk. Every property owner shall remove all dead, diseased, or 
dangerous trees, or broken or decayed limbs which constitute a menace to the safety of the public. 

 
7-13-16. Removal of stumps. 
 

All stumps of trees shall be removed below the surface of the ground so that the top of the 
stump shall not project above the surface of the ground. This shall be done at a minimum of twelve 
(12) inches below ground level. All stump debris will be removed and filled with dirt. Stump 
locations will be provided to JULIE so that they may locate underground utilities before stump 
removal operations begin. 

 
7-13-17. Emergency tree services. 
 

The village or its contractor have the right to perform emergency tree services on village 
property or on private property in the event of any disaster or such occurrence that constitutes an 
immediate hazard to person, property, or any safety issues. 

 
7-13-18. Public nuisances. 
 

1. Definition: The following are hereby declared public nuisances under this chapter: 
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a. Any dead or dying tree, whether located on village property or on private 
property; 

b. Any otherwise healthy tree, whether located on village property or on 
private property, which harbors insects or diseases which reasonably may 
be expected to injure or harm any tree; 

c. Any tree or portion thereof, whether located on village property or on 
private property, which by reason of location or condition constitutes an 
imminent danger to the health, safety, or welfare of the general public; 

d. Any tree or portion thereof whether located on village property or on private 
property which obstructs the free passage of pedestrian or vehicular traffic 
or which obstructs a streetlight or interferes with the proper spread of light 
along the public right-of-way; 

e. Any tree or portion thereof whether located on village property or on private 
property which obstructs the view of any vehicular traffic in or approaching 
an intersection. 

 
2. Abatement: The following are the prescribed means of abating public nuisances 

under this chapter: 
 

a. Any public nuisance located on village property shall be pruned, removed, 
or otherwise treated by the village arborist in whatever fashion is required 
to cause the abatement of the nuisance within a reasonable time after its 
discovery. 

b. Any public nuisance located on private property shall be pruned, removed, 
or otherwise treated by the property owner or the contractor of the property 
owner in whatever fashion is required to cause the abatement of the 
nuisance. No property owner may be in violation of this provision unless 
and until the following requirements of notice have been satisfied: 

 
i. The village arborist, utilities commissioner or designee shall cause 

a written notice to be sent by registered or certified mail to the owner 
of the property upon which the nuisance is found; 

ii. Such notice shall describe with particularity the tree which has been 
declared to be a public nuisance; 

iii. Such notice shall state with particularity the alternative actions that 
the property owner may undertake to abate the nuisance; 

iv. Such notice will require the elimination of the nuisance within thirty 
(30) days after receipt of the notice by the property owner, although, 
upon a showing of good cause, said period may be extended by the 
village arborist, utilities commissioner or designee for a reasonable 
period. 

 
In the event that the nuisance is not abated within thirty (30) days following receipt 
of notice by the property owner or within any further time period allowed, the 
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village arborist, utilities commissioner or designee is authorized to cause the 
abatement of said nuisance, and the reasonable cost of such abatement to be billed 
to the property owner and completely paid by the property owner. If the property 
owner fails to timely pay, the village arborist, utilities commissioner, or designee, 
is hereby authorized to file the reasonable cost of such abatement as a lien against 
the property on which the nuisance was located, and the property owner of the 
property upon which the nuisance is located shall be subject to prosecution as 
provided in this chapter. 

 
c. The provisions of this section notwithstanding, the village arborist, utilities 

commissioner or designee is hereby empowered to cause the immediate 
abatement of any public nuisance under this chapter, provided that the 
nuisance is declared by the village arborist, utilities commissioner or 
designee to be an immediate threat to property or imminent danger of injury 
or death to any person, and provided that the owner of the property on which 
the nuisance is located cannot be found through the reasonable efforts of the 
village arborist, utilities commissioner or designee. 

d. The village arborist, utilities commissioner or designee is hereby 
empowered to seek from any court of competent jurisdiction an order 
directing the immediate abatement of any public nuisance under this 
chapter. 

 
Nothing in this provision shall be construed to exempt any person, contractor, or 
firm from the requirements of obtaining all necessary approvals under this chapter. 

 
7-13-19. Appeal Procedure. 
 

A decision or written notice of the village arborist, utilities commissioner or designee under 
this chapter may be appealed to the office of the village president. An appeal must be submitted in 
writing, shall set forth the decision and reason for the appeal and filed within ten (10) business 
days after the date of the decision or written notice. The decision of the village president may 
affirm, modify, or reverse a decision or written notice. The decision of the village president shall 
be in writing and final. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the jurisdiction of any 
administrative adjudication hearing or court of law with respect to any violation of this chapter. 
 
7-13-20. Violation and Penalty. 
 

Any person, contractor, or firm who violates any provision of this chapter or who fails to 
comply with any written notice issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, upon being found 
guilty of violation, shall be subject to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00), nor 
more than seven hundred and fifty dollars ($750.00) for each separate offense. 

 
If, as the result of the violation of any provision of this chapter, the injury, mutilation, or 

death of a tree on village property is caused, the cost of repair or replacement of such shall be 
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borne by the person, contractor, or firm found in violation thereof. The replacement value of a tree 
shall be determined in accordance with the latest version of A Guide to the Professional Evaluation 
of Landscape Trees, Specimen Shrubs and Evergreens, as published by the International Society 
of Arboriculture, and shall be payable to the village within thirty (30) days of the issuance of a 
decision. 

 
7-13-21. Tree Preservation Commission. 
 

There is hereby established a tree preservation commission for the village, which shall 
consist of corporate citizens and residents who shall aid the village’s arborist with the promotion 
and preservation of trees in the village. The tree preservation commission shall be comprised of 
five (5) members appointed by the president with the advice and consent of the board of trustees 
for a term of one (1) year or until their successors have been appointed and qualified. Members of 
the tree preservation commission shall act in an advisory role and serve without compensation. 
The chair of the property, planning, zoning, and building committee of the corporate authorities 
shall serve without compensation as a liaison between the tree preservation commission and the 
corporate authorities to promote and preserve trees in the village. 

 
Section 5. This Ordinance, and its parts, are declared to be severable and any section, 

paragraph, clause, provision, or portion of this Ordinance that is declared invalid shall not affect 

the validity of any other provision of this Ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 6. All ordinances, resolutions, motions, or orders in conflict with this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 7. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage, approval 

and publication as provided by law. 

(Intentionally Left Blank) 
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ADOPTED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Franklin Park, Cook 

County, Illinois this ______ day of February 2023, pursuant to a roll call vote, as follows: 

  
YES 

 
NO 

 
ABSTAIN 

 
ABSENT 

 
PRESENT 

 
AVITIA 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
HAGERSTROM 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
JOHNSON 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
RUHL 

     

 
SPECIAL 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
YBARRA 

     

 
PRESIDENT PEDERSEN 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

APPROVED by the President of the Village of Franklin Park, Cook County, Illinois on 

this ______ day of February 2023. 

 
    
  BARRETT F. PEDERSEN 
  VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
APRIL ARELLANO 
VILLAGE CLERK 

 










































